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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 



1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes be 
unacceptable to Applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure 
consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the payment of the 
issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
John Krause on July 27, 2005. 

2. Replace the listing of claims with the following: 
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I . (Currently Amende) An image pickup apparatus comprising: 

an i mago piciaip device adapted to pick up an image of an obj^t to 
mtpm m image sipal; 

an image processing device adapted to process the image signal in 
accordance with a photographtog timing mstiuctlon simai ommt in response to depression 
of an instruction button, to generate first-resolution im^e data and second-resolution 
image data having a resolution which is mi higher than that of the jHrst-resolutJon image 
data; 

a storage control device adapted to stoi^, in a memory, the first- and 
s^rtd-resolution image data of image signals of a series of frames which are obtained by 
consecuti vely picking up the image of the object; 

a display c<mm>I device adapted to displa y, on a display sci^^n 
immediately after imms^ pi cku p of the series of fiames. ttie second-resolution ima^ data 
to^ uf llie seiicA of dmrns stored in said memory on a d isplay sutK^n^ inunefe t ely aft et 
image-ptcfcntp-t:^^ 

a compression encoding device adapted to compress and encode, at a 
predetennined compression ratio, the first-resolution image data read out from said 
memory : and 

an output device adapted to output select compre^ed and ena>ded 
imag^ data of a desi r ed frame corresponding to the second -resolution image data selected 
bv a setg^tion operation from the compie^Aed and encoded first^resolution image data of 
the series of frames o f tl te in t aa e. compressed and encoded by said compression encoding 
device^ and output the selected compressed and encoded image data to a non-volatile 
memory in r c^omc to selecting the desired f r am e ^ 
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wherein said compression encoding device m4 said output devioe 
are ananaed that said^^ encoding device compresses Mid encodes the ftm 

^solution image data re-read out from said memory, oorresp andin^ to the selected 
second-resolution imaae data, at a comgressioniM^^^^ diflferem ftom the predetermined 
compression j^tio and ^id outptii device outputs the thtis-compressed and encoded 
fim^resolution ima^e data to said iK>n-volatile memory. 

2. (Canceled) 

3, (Previously Presented) An apparatus according to Claim 1, furtihet 
comprising a tiunsmission device adapted to transmit the selected image data. 



4-11. (Canceled) 

12. (Currenily Amended) An image pickup method comprising: 
a step of processing th^ im^e stpml in accordance with a 
photograpltingtiming iMmM^kn M output in re5 y>n^ to depression of an instruction 
hailfiO. to gemrate Brst-te^Iution image data and sea>nd*re^lution image data having a 
resolution which is not higher than that of die first^resolution image data; 

a first o ut p u tt ing S t e p o f o u tp ut t ing a des tgm^ityn ^ 
pioccss image signals of a p lurality of fr ames in said Intagt pioots&iiig step; 

a storage step of storin g, in a memory, the firsthand 
s^ond-resolution image data of the image sisals of a sm^ of frames which are obtained 
by picking up an image of the object in said pickir^ up step; 
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a step of displayi ng, on a display screen immediately after imi^e 
pickup of the series of frames, the second^rKolution image data thereof stored in mid 
memory of tlit scrics - of frames s t ored in said ^rage ste p> imm^ia t ely after image p ic k t$ p 
of th e series of frames ; 

a step of compressing and encodings at a predetermined compression 
ratio, the first-resolution image data of the series of frames read out from said memoiy; and 

a sccmtd outputting step of mi t putting electing compressed and 
encoded image data of a d e sired fram e CTrres|K)ndins to the second-r^ltjtion image data 
m lm M M M l m 'JmM ^a ^^ N^M^ PpgW^o^ from the wmpttnc&md 
etitc^rie d first-resolution image data of the series of fram^ of t he ima ge , compressed and 
encoded in said compressing and encoding ^tep, an^ ^^tppffjl^g \M g^teM <^mp^§^4 

and encoded image data to a non-volatile memory in re s p onse to selecting th e de$i it! :d 

wherein said compressmg and encoding Jtep ind said outp uttiiiE step 
are arrancted so that said com^essing and encoding step compitisses md eni;Ha'd<^S tte 
first-resoteion image data re-read oat from said memnrv. corresporKiing to the selected 
second-resolution image daM all c ompression ratio different from the predetermined 
compression ratio and mA outpuiating step outputs the thus-compressed and encoded 
firstriesolntion image data to Slid non-volatile memory. 

13. (Canceled) 



14. (Cunrently amended) A methcKi according lo Claim 1 2^ further 
comprising a step of transmitting the image data selected in said second outputting step. 
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15-22. (Canceled) 

23. (Currently Amended) A storage medium storing a control program 
for an image pickup apparatus in a state readable from a computer, the control program 
comprising: 

a step of picking up an image of an object to output an image signal; 

a step of processing the image signal in accordance with a 
photographing timin|g instruction signal output in response to depr^sion of an instruction 
button, to generate first-resolution image data and second-resolution image data having a 
resolution which is not higher than that of the first-resolution image data; 

a firstoui p u tt ing st e p of c nitpu t t i ng a desi g nation s ignal so as to 
pit u ccss image signal s o f a plural i t y o f fr ames in sai d image p rDccssing step; 

a storage step of storin g, in a memory, the first-and 
second-resolution image data of the image signals of a series of fmnes whi ch are obtai ned 
by picking up an image of the object in said picking up step; 

a step of displayin g, on a display screen itnmediatelv after imag e 
pickup of the serieiss of frames, the second-resolution image date tiiereof stored in said 
memory o f the s e ries of fr antcs stored in said storage ste p; i mm e diately after image pick u p 
o f the scrie s o f frames ; 

a step of compressing and encoding, at a predetermined compression 
ratio, the first-resolution image data of the series of frames read out from said memory ; and 

an outputting step of selecting compressed and encoded image data 
corresponding to the second-resolution image data selected by a selection operation from 
the first-resolution image data of the series of frames, compressed and encoded in said 
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compressing and encoding step, and outputting the selected compressed and encoded 
image data to a non- volatile memory, 

^hmmMA S^m p S ^ mgM^ mS9^m ^gp and said outputting step 
ajte arranged so that said and encoding step compresses and encodes the 

ilr ^^-^^pMm , m ^ Ke-r^ o^t from ^a^ m^QfY. corr^spopd^n^ to t^e sel^t^d 
second-resQlutioni imag^ data at a compression ratio different from the predetermined 
com pm^m M ^^ ^ mm^m ^^P outputs the thus^ompressed and encoded 
first-resolution image data to said non^volatile memory. 

24. (Canceled) 

25. (Currently Amended) A medium according to Claim 23, wherein the 
eontrol program further comprises a step of ixansmitting the im^e data selected in said 
j? e t m id ouiputting step. 

26-33. (Canceled) 

34. An apparatus according to Claim 1, wherein said display control device 
is arranged so as to enlarge and display on the display screen image data corresponding to 
the second-resolution image data selected by the low r e solution image data selection 
operation from the second resolution image data of the series of frames, displayed on the 
display screen. 
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35. (New) A method according to Clmn 12, wherein said dlsplaymg 
step is arranged to enlarge aiKi display on the display screen image data corr^ponding to 
the second resolution image data selected by the low-i^solution image data selection 
opNsration from the second-resolution image data of the series of frames, displayed on i^ 
display screen, 

36. A medium according to Claim 23, wherein said displaying step is 
arranged so as to enlarge and display on the display screen image data corresponding to 
the second resolution image data selected by the low r e solution image data selection 
operation from the second-resolution image data of the series of frames, displayed on the 
display screen. 



Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to Applicants 
disclosure. 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jason Whipkey, whose telephone number is (571) 272-7321. The 
examiner can normally be reached Monday through Friday from 9:00 A.M. to 5:30 P.M. eastem 
daylight time. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor. Thai Tran, can be reached at (571) 272-7382. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an appUcation may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

JTW 

July 27, 2005 ^ 



